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The world today faces a host of severe economic and political issues such as the fiscal cliff in the 

United States, Euro-zone’s sovereign debt crisis, China’s economic slowdown, conflicts in the Middle 

East, the Arab Spring, and territorial disputes in Asia. It is about to confront even more formidable 

challenges as regime change in major countries is likely to intensify uncertainties around the world.

Economic, political and social inequality has worsened as a result, and this radical imbalance of 

wealth and power has led to conditions that are no longer sustainable. We define the fundamental 

cause of this inequity as the disparity of knowledge. Acknowledging the importance of sharing 

knowledge throughout the world, we established the World Knowledge Forum (WKF) in 2000, after 

two years of preparation, to provide a platform for in-depth discussions of creative innovation to 

help bridge the knowledge gap.

Over the past 13 years, thousands of scholars, policy-makers, global leaders and corporate CEOs have 

participated in the WKF to share their knowledge with a multinational audience and co-panelists.

The WKF now stands as the most prestigious business forum in Asia and a hotbed for new 

knowledge. The 14th Forum seeks innovative ways of delivering and implementing the shared 

knowledge to the real world. I invite you to join the World Knowledge Forum in Seoul on October 

15-17, 2013, to share your insights and to take part in building a more equitable society.

Invi tat ion
Founder, World Knowledge Forum

Chairman, Maekyung Media Group

CHANG Dae Whan PH.D



The World Knowledge Forum is a non-profit entity, which aims to promote balanced global growth and 

prosperity through knowledge-sharing. The largest business forum in Asia, the World Knowledge Forum 

brings together global leaders to address the importance of knowledge in meeting the challenges and 

opportunities of a rapidly changing world.

The World Knowledge Forum was conceived as part of the Vision Korea Project, a campaign launched by 

Maeil Business Newspaper in 1997 to propose new visions for development to Korea and to the global 

community. The first World Knowledge Forum, entitled ‘Shaping the New Millennium with Knowledge,’ 

took place in 2000, shortly after the Asian financial crisis. Partnering with the Financial Times, Bloomberg, 

Nikkei and CNBC, the Forum has since grown to encompass 90 sessions featuring 200 panelists from all 

over the world.

The Vision Korea Project was launched.

The World Knowledge Forum Secretariat was established. CHANG 
Dae-Whan, CEO of Maeil Business Newspaper and founder of the 
World Knowledge Forum, presided over the Forum’s Executive 
Committee.

The first Knowledge Management Award Ceremony was established 
together with Booz Allen & Hamilton Inc.

The first World Knowledge Forum was held, featuring 32 sessions led 
by 90 panelists.

Partnerships with Financial Times, Bloomberg, CNBC, etc.
Established the World Knowledge Corps

INSEAD’s first session (Best of Management) was held at the World 
Knowledge Forum.

The first Asian Most Admired Knowledge Enterprises (MAKE) 
Award was established an award given to the world’s leading 
knowledge-driven organizations.

‘Newspaper in Education(NIE)’ agreement was signed to invite university 
student delegates to the World Knowledge Forum.

Young Knowledge Leader (YKL) program was launched to spread 
knowledge among students.

The first ‘Woman Leaders Forum’ was held at the World Knowledge 
Forum.

The World Knowledge Forum hosted a Luxury Watch Exhibition, featuring 
a number of prestigious brands.
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New York Stern School’s first Finance Master session was held at the 
World Knowledge Forum.

1
IE Business School’s first session was held at the World Knowledge 
Forum.

201
The 13th World Knowledge Forum offered 92 sessions graced by the 
presence of 200 panelists including Jim Yong Kim, President of the World 
Bank; Condoleezza Rice, Former Minister of State of the United States of 
America; and Paul Krugman, 2008 Nobel Prize Laureate in Economics. 
3,000 attendees from around the world participated in the Forum.
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www.facebook.com/WorldKnowledgeForum
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